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1. SI TE NAME:

Bonbi ng Target, Yuma Recl amati on Project

SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA014500
LOCATI ON:

Cty: Seel ey

County: | mperi al

St at e: California
PRQIECT NUMBER: JO09CA014501
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 4
ASR RAC: 4
TAG RAC. 4

2. PQOC s:

TECHNI CAL MANACGER: GEO DI STRI CT POC:
Nane: Robert Nore Nane: Trudy Knutson
Ofice: CEHNC- CE- DC Ofice: CESPL- PM
Phone: 205- 895- 1507 Phone: 213-452- 3990
GEO DI VI SI ON POC: HEADQUARTERS PCC:
Nanme: Ant hony L. Mei Narme: James Huang
Ofice: CESPD- PM R Ofice: CEMP- RF
Phone: 415-977- 8247 Phone: 202-761- 8883
SUPPORT DI STRI CT (ASR) PCC: ASR REVI EW PCC:
Nane: Rochell e R Ross Nane: Sal |y Parsons
Ofice: CELMS- PM M Ofice: CEHNGC- ED- SY-T
Phone: 314-331-8784 Phone: 205- 895- 1887

3. SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

The former Bonbing Target Yuma Reclamation Project is located in
| mperial County, California, approximately 3.65 north of Plaster
Cty. The bonmbing target consisted of approximately 960 acres of
desert land in Southern California. This site is south of El



Centro Naval Air Facility’s Target 103A and access to the forner
Bonbi ng Target Yuma Recl amation Project is through this
controlled area. The ASR site teamhad to coordinate their site
visit with the facility’s training schedule. Range Contro
provided the dates and tines that the site teamcould visit
Holtville Target #2 (another site) and Yuma Recl amation Project.

4. SI TE H STORY

In Cctober 1944, the Eleventh Naval District requested perm ssion
to secure Section 26 and west '2 of Section 25, Township 15

Sout h, Range 10 East fromthe Departnent of Interior as a bonbing
target. No further information concerning acquisition or

di sposal of this site was avail able. Several other Inperial
County target sites, acquired during the m d-1940s, were

di scontinued in approximtely 1946. Currently, 640 acres of the
original 960-acre site are under the jurisdiction of the Bureau
of Land Managenent (BLM, while 320 acres are subject to a
proposed Navy w t hdrawal and, according to BLM are under the
control of the Navy. Therefore, according to the Determ nation
of Eligibility, the 640-acre portion is considered the “fornerly
used” portion of the site.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 640 (320 of the
original 960
acres is still
subj ect to Navy

control)
For mer Use: Bonbi ng range
Present Use: Undevel oped desert/recreation
Probabl e End Use: Undevel oped desert/recreation
Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed: one

.30 cal.

bul l et; scrap

from M38 100-

I b. practice
bonbs; a recent
vi nt age 25-1Db.
practice bonb
(from ASR RAC
wor ksheet/site
visit)
Potential: other CE used in area
6. CURRENT STATUS: A draft Archive Search Report was conpl eted

by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, in
August 1996.



7. STRATEGY: RAC 4 CE EE/ CA
8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS

Of-road activity: The area is identified on Plate 4 as
“recreation lands.” The Dispersed Site Archive Assessnent Sheet
whi ch acconpanies the ASR |ists off-road vehicling as a
recreational activity occurring in the area. ASR SI team nenber
Rochel | e Ross reported on 4/22/97 that off-road activity does
occur on this site. |In fact, there is a big off-road event held
annually at this site and has been for sone years. O herw se,
this site is renote with access difficult even for four-wheel-
drive vehicl es.

| NPR: The I NPR coul d provide no information concerning

acqui sition or disposal of this site other than, in Cctober 1944,
the El eventh Naval District requested perm ssion to secure
Section 26 and West 2 of Section 25, Township 15 South, Range 10
East fromthe Departnent of Interior as a bonbing target. The

| NPR assunes, based on docunentation for other area sites, that
use of Yuma Recl amation Project was discontinued in approxi mately
1946.

320 Acres: Currently, certain portions of the original site
(northeast 1/4 of Section 26 and northwest 1/4 of Section 25 or
320 acres) are subject to a proposed withdrawal by the Departnent
of the Navy. According to a representative of BLM even though

t he paperwork for the Navy’s w thdrawal application had not (as

of 17 Jan 95) been conpletely processed, BLM considered this |and
to be under the Navy’s “urisdiction.” Furthernore, BLMs Desert
Access Cuide #22 (Novenber 1989) identifies these properties
(proposed for withdrawal) as part of a “Live Bonbing Area.”

Ordnance used or stored by El Centro, Holtville Naval Auxiliary
Air Station, and Salton Sea Naval Auxiliary Air Station:
(No records indicate that these were used on this bonb target.)

100-1b water-filled bonbs 2.25" rockets

100-1 b general purpose bonbs 3.5" rockets

500-1b water-filled bonbs 5" rockets

500-1 b general purpose bonbs Tiny Tim (11.75") rockets
1000-1b water-filled bonbs .30 caliber tracers
1000-1 b general purpose bonbs .30 caliber incendiary
1000-1 b SAP bonbs .30 cal i ber arnor-piercing
M ni at ure bonbs anmuni ti on

FS Snmoke druns .50 cal i ber ammunition

pyr ot echni cs 20mMm amruni ti on

rocket firers .45 cali ber ball anmmunition



Ecol ogy: There are known Federally- and State-listed species
occurring in the site area. An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or l|ocation of |isted species, or natural
communities. See Paragraph 3.5 in the ASR for further

i nformation.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



